
Great Horned Owl
(Bubo virginianus)

The “tiger of the sky” as the great-horned owl is commonly called is the third
largest owl in North America, and they are the largest of the “eared” owls.    Easily
identified by their widely spaced ear tufts and large yellow eyes.  This nocturnal
predator is the most commonly heard night bird, with a distinguishing soft hoot.

Owls do not build their own
nests, the great-horned owl often
uses holes in trees or takes over
abandoned crow, hawk, and
heron nests.  Their habitat varies widely, including forests, deserts,
open country, swamps, and even city parks.  They hide during the
day to avoid getting “mobbed” by songbirds. The great-horned owl
is the nocturnal counterpart or niche-switch of the red-tailed hawk,
it inhabits the same range and preys on many of the same animals.

Fascinating Facts

Habitat & Diet

Status

Sign Donated by

Columbus McKinnon
Corporation

The ferocious great-horned owl feeds mainly on mammals.
It is one of the few predators of skunks (owls fortunately
cannot smell), and is capable of catching prey as large as a
porcupine.  In times of scarcity, this highly adaptable raptor
will feed on small prey such as birds, reptiles, and frogs.

The great-horned owl’s population is currently healthy and stable.
Because it is such an aggressive and powerful bird, it has very few
natural predators.  Occasionally, however, poachers shoot this owl.
Other common dangers include collisions with vehicles and power
lines.

   Weight:  3-4 lbs
   Wingspan:  4-5 feet
   Habitat:  From deep forest to open country
   Range:  Throughout N. & S. America
   Life Expectancy:  Up to 40 years
   Baby:  Owlet
  Group:  Parliament


